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Risk Assessment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Identified Risk  Strategy 

 Traffic 
 Obstacles 

 
 

Risk Assessment 
2 

 

 Students supervised at all times by school and 
Red Hill staff 

 Routes previously checked by Red Hill staff 
 Sites accessed by roads and/or set paths 
 Students to walk in single file through narrow 
traffic routes and in pairs at all other times 

 Teachers and adults supervise students at all 
times 

 Teacher to stop traffic and strictly supervise 
the crossing of roads 

 
 Weather conditions 
 Extreme heat 
 Bush fire 
 Thunderstorm 
 Dust storm 

 
 

Risk Assessment 
3 

 
 

 Red Hill reserves the right to cancel or postpone 
          activities or days if conditions become extreme 

 Strict hat policy always enforced 
 Additional hats provided by Red Hill as required 
 Schools encouraged to provide sun protection 
 Raincoats provided by Red Hill if required 
 Water carried by Red Hill staff at all times to 

          all sites other than those within the township 
 Students encouraged to carry water bottles 
 Water bottles supplied by Red Hill for all 

students visiting of more than 1 day 
 Activity changed or cancelled if weather 

          conditions are extreme 
 Students removed to safe areas during 

thunderstorms 

Program:       Heritage Studies – Time and Change, Our Stories, Transport, Time Jump, 
                              Gold Fever, Discovering History, Gulgong Wartime Experiences,   
                              Images of Lawson, Home Rule Uncovered  
 
Activities:       Historic Re-enactment, Museum, Cemetery, Archeological 
                              Dig, Butter Making, Gold Panning, School House, Maypole, Goldfield     
                              Shelters, Bush Cooking, Colonial Games, History, English 
 
Sites:                   Gulgong Cemetery, Museum, Black Lead tip, Beryl/Mebul, Red    
                              Hill EEC buildings & site, Cudgegong River, Town Sites, the Henry Lawson  
                              Centre, Gulgong War Memorial. 
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 In door activities and / or transport  
          organised as appropriate during dust storms or     
          other extreme weather events      

 Directions of emergency services strictly 
          adhered to 
 

 Digging at 
archeological site 

 
 

Risk Assessment 
3 

 
 

 Site mown and cleared before each visit 
 Controlled, marked site used  
 Students provided with gloves and small digging 
tools 

 Students encouraged to wear appropriate 
clothing – jeans 

 Kneeling mats provided  
 Students supervised at all times 
 First aid kits well equipped and carried at all 
times 

 Satellite phone and / or mobile phone  - UHF 
radios carried at all time 

 Staff trained in CPR and Emergency Care 
 Directions given by emergency services strictly 
adhered to 

 
 Snake bite 

 
 

Risk Assessment 
Summer – 2 
Winter - 6   

 
 

 Students encouraged to wear appropriate 
clothing 

 Where appropriate, walking is on tracks 
 Instructions given on what to do in case of a 
snake sighting, “stop, stay still and quiet until 
snake has passed” 

 Red Hill staff always lead group 
 For younger groups, teacher supervision –front, 
middle and end of single file lines  

 First aid kits well equipped and carried at all 
times 

 Satellite phone and / or mobile phone  - UHF 
radios carried at all time 

 Staff trained in CPR and Emergency Care 
 Directions given by emergency services strictly 
adhered to 

  
 Medical incident & 
 Minor Injuries—
tripping 

 Students supervised and kept on clear safe 
routes 

 Visiting staff and students fully briefed on 
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 Insect bites, 
scratching etc 

 
Risk Assessment 

4 
 

safety procedures for the site conditions prior 
to commencement of activity 

 First aid kits well equipped and carried at all 
times 

 Staff trained in CPR and Emergency Care 
 

 Accident near 
water—falling in, 
slipping, drowning 

 Accident – using a 
hammer 

 
Risk Assessment 

1 
 
 

 Safe and easily accessible site  
 Students are contained in a visible area and 
supervised at all times  

 Swimming is only permitted if visiting schools 
have arranged appropriate paperwork 

 All swimming activities are at the discretion of 
the visiting school 

 Swimming activities  organised and supervised by 
visiting school staff with Red Hill staff in 
attendance when available 

 First aid kits well equipped and carried at all 
times 

 Satellite Phone, mobile phone and UHF radios 
carried at all time 

 Students instructed as to correct use of hammer 
 

 Burns and bush 
cooking 

 
Risk Assessment 

2 
 

 Camp fires are prepared and supervised by Red 
Hill staff  

 Students briefed about fire safety 
 Small groups only around camp fires 
 Care taken at all times 
 Cooking of food on camp fire strictly supervised 
by staff 

 Cooking in kitchen strictly supervised by staff 
 First aid kits well equipped and carried at all 
times 

 Satellite Phone, mobile phone and UHF radios 
carried at all time 

 Printing Press at 
Museum 

 
Risk Assessment 

4 

 Maximum of 1 teacher and 8 students involved in 
the program at any one time  

 Students strictly supervised at all time 
 Students stand a safe distance from all 
machinery 

 Students instructed in safety procedures 
particularly not touching any machinery 

 Students walk in single file 
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 Activities near open 
mine shafts 

 
Risk Assessment 

1 
 

 

 Visiting staff and students fully briefed on 
safety procedures prior to commencement of 
activity 

 Sites regularly checked by Red Hill staff 
 Routes kept clear and safe   
 Students kept a safe distance from the mine 
shafts 

 Students supervised at all times 
 Students walk only on defined roads except when 
descending; students follow Red Hill staff 

 First aid kits well equipped and carried at all 
times 

 Satellite phone and / or mobile phone  - UHF 
radios carried at all time 

 Staff trained in CPR and Emergency Care 
 

 Walking down steep 
inclines 

 
Risk Assessment 

4 

 Visiting staff and students fully briefed on 
safety procedures prior to commencement of 
activity 

 Students encouraged to wear appropriate 
footwear 

 Ascent – keep to designated track 
 Descent – keep to designated track unless dry 
and rocky, in which case use less slippery tracks 
at the side 

 
 Accidents relating 
to the inspection of 
original cottages at 
Beryl 

 
Risk Assessment 

5 

 Visiting staff and students fully briefed on 
safety procedures prior to commencement of 
activity 

 Site conditions checked prior to visit 
 Groups strictly supervised  
 Students view buildings from exterior only 

 
 Lost Student / 
Students 

 
Risk Assessment 

3 

 Visiting staff and students fully briefed on 
safety procedures for the site conditions prior 
to commencement of activity 

 All students instructed to stay in groups 
 All students regularly accounted for by visiting 
staff 

 Students supervised at all times  
 Duke of Edinburgh students to have a thorough 
knowledge of maps and compass  
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 Orienteering courses regularly checked 
 First aid kits well equipped and carried at all 
times 

 Satellite phone and / or mobile phone  - UHF 
radios carried at all time 

 Staff trained in CPR and Emergency Care 
 
If a student is unaccounted for: 

 One staff member allocated to supervise the 
group 

 Staff member to have students in sight at all 
times  

 Senior Red Hill staff member to organise search 
 Emergency services contacted as required 
 Directions by emergency services strictly 
adhered to 

 Visiting staff to contact school if necessary 
 Radio contact utilised – mobile phone, satellite 
phone UHF radios 
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Risk Assessment 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Identified Risk  Risk Assessment Strategy 

 Weather 
Conditions  

 Dehydration 
 Heat exhaustion 
 Thunderstorm 
 Dust storm 
 Bush fire 

 
Risk Assessment 

3 
 
 
 

 
 

 Red Hill reserves the right to cancel or postpone 
          activities or days if conditions become extreme 

 Strict hat policy always enforced 
 Additional hats provided by Red Hill as required 
 Schools encouraged to provide sun protection 
 Raincoats provided by Red Hill if required 
 Water carried by Red Hill staff at all times to 

          all sites other than those within the township 
 Students encouraged to carry water bottles 
 Water bottles supplied by Red Hill for all students 

visiting of more than 1 day 
 Activity changed or cancelled if weather 

          conditions are extreme 
 Students removed to safe areas during 

thunderstorms 
 In door activities and / or transport  

          organised as appropriate during dust storms or     
          other extreme weather events      

 Directions of emergency services strictly 
          adhered to 
 

 Lost Student/ 
Students 

 
Risk Assessment 

3 
 
 

 Visiting staff and students fully briefed on safety 
procedures for the site conditions prior to 
commencement of activity 

 All students instructed to stay in groups 
 All students regularly accounted for by visiting 
staff 

 Students supervised at all times  

Program: Outdoor Recreation – Overnight Camping, Single Day Recreational    
                         Activities 
                       
Activities: Bush Walking, Canoeing, Orienting, Swimming and Initiatives, Bush Cooking, 
  GPS / Rafting Challenge, Duke of Edinburgh Award Expedition 
 
Sites: Munghorn Nature Reserve, Dunn’s Swamp, Goulburn River, Ulan Coal Mine, 

Red Hill, Gulgong 
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 Duke of Edinburgh students to have a thorough 
knowledge of maps and compass  

 Orienteering / GPS courses regularly checked 
 GPS course contained within area bounded by 
creek, inlet and road 

 GPS Challenge coordinator in contact with all 
groups at each checkpoint 

 First aid kits well equipped and carried at all 
times 

 GPS challenge groups followed by an observer with 
envelopes containing coordinates 

 Satellite phone and / or mobile phone  - UHF 
radios carried at all time 

 Staff trained in CPR and Emergency Care 
 
If a student is unaccounted for: 

 One staff member allocated to supervise the 
group 

 Staff member to have students in sight at all 
times  

 Senior Red Hill staff member to organise search 
 Emergency services contacted as required 
 Directions by emergency services strictly adhered 
to 

 Visiting staff to contact school if necessary 
 Radio contact utilised – mobile phone, satellite 
phone UHF radios 
 

 Medical incident  
 Minor injuries eg 
tripping, slipping, 
insect bites, 
scratching etc 

Risk Assessment 
4 

 Students supervised and kept on clear safe routes 
 Visiting staff and students fully briefed on safety 
procedures for the site conditions prior to 
commencement of activity 

 First aid kits are well equipped 
 Staff trained in CPR and Emergency Care 
 Canoes checked for wasp nests and other insects. 

 Accidents 
associated with 
bush cooking 

 
Risk Assessment 

2 

 Visiting staff and students fully briefed on safety 
procedures for the site conditions prior to 
commencement of activity 

 Cooking fires strictly supervised at all times 
 Camp fires are prepared and supervised by Red 
Hill staff  

 Small groups only around camp fires 



8 
 

 Care taken at all times 
 Cooking of food on camp fire strictly supervised 
by staff 

 First aid kits well equipped and carried at all 
times 

 Satellite Phone, mobile phone and UHF radios 
carried at all time 
 

 Snake bite 
 

Risk Assessment 
Summer – 2 
Winter - 6 

 
 

 Students encouraged to wear appropriate clothing 
 Where appropriate, walking is on tracks 
 Instructions given on what to do in case of a snake 
sighting, “stop, stay still and quiet until snake has 
passed” 

 Red Hill staff always lead group 
 For younger groups, teacher supervision –front, 
middle and end of single file lines  

 First aid kits well equipped and carried at all 
times 

 Satellite phone and / or mobile phone  - UHF 
radios carried at all time 

 Staff trained in CPR and Emergency Care 
 Directions given by emergency services strictly 
adhered to 

 
 Canoeing accident 
 Accident near 
water 

 Falling in, 
drowning 

 
Risk Assessment 

1 
 
 

 Strict adherence to Canoeing Policy  
 Visiting staff and students fully briefed on safety 
procedures prior to commencement of activity 

 Ensure safe and easy access to water  
 Canoeing activities to only occur on flat water 
 Weather maps checked before each camp 
 Students instructed in weather conditions 
 Red Hill reserves the right to cancel or postpone 

          activities or days if conditions become extreme 
 All canoe trips undertaken will be commensurate 
with the students’ skills 

 Students trained in capsize; safety procedures; 
areas to be used 

 Correctly fitted and appropriate Personal 
Floatation supplied to all staff and students 

 Red Hill staff appropriately trained in flatwater 
canoeing 

 Numbers of trained staff appropriate to the age 
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of the students 
 Staff carry safety and rescue equipment including 
first aid kits, UHF radios and tow systems 

 All equipment maintained to a correct standard 
 When camping near water or running activities 
near water, students contained in safe areas and 
supervised at all times  

 Swimming is only permitted if visiting schools have 
arranged appropriate paperwork 

 All swimming activities are at the discretion of 
the visiting school 

 Swimming activities  organised and supervised by 
visiting school staff with Red Hill staff in 
attendance when available 

 
 Accidents 
associated with 
GPS routes and 
bushwalking 

 
Risk Assessment 

2 

 Visiting staff and students fully briefed on safety 
procedures prior to commencement of activity 

 Only clearly defined and well maintained trails 
used 

 National Parks contacted with program dates 
 First aid kits well equipped and carried at all 
times 

 Satellite phone and / or mobile phone  - UHF 
radios carried at all time 

 Staff trained in CPR and Emergency Care 
 Students encouraged to wear appropriate 
clothing, including hats 

 Students encouraged to carry water 
 Students made aware of the dangers of traffic 
and crossing roads 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



10 
 

Risk Assessment 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Identified Risk  Risk Assessment Strategy 

  Weather 
Conditions  

 Dehydration 
 Heat exhaustion 
 Thunderstorm 
 Dust storm 
 Bush fire 

 
Risk Assessment 

3 
 

 Red Hill reserves the right to cancel or postpone 
          activities or days if conditions become extreme 

 Strict hat policy always enforced 
 Additional hats provided by Red Hill as required 
 Schools encouraged to provide sun protection 
 Raincoats provided by Red Hill if required 
 Water carried by Red Hill staff at all times to 

          all sites other than those within the township 
 Students encouraged to carry water bottles 
 Water bottles supplied by Red Hill for all students 

visiting of more than 1 day 
 Activity changed or cancelled if weather 

          conditions are extreme 
 Students removed to safe areas during 

thunderstorms 
 In door activities and / or transport  

          organised as appropriate during dust storms or     
          other extreme weather events      

 Directions of emergency services strictly 
          adhered to 
 

 Lost Student/ 
Students 

 
Risk Assessment 

3 

 Instruct all other students to stay in a group 
 Ensure one staff member is supervising the group 
 Staff member to have students in site at all times 
 Duke of Edinburgh students to have a thorough 
knowledge of maps and compass 

Program:      Natural Environment and Aboriginal Studies -Environmental Awareness 
                          Day, Bush Awareness and National Parks, Year 10 Geography, Senior     
                          Geography, Senior Biology, Senior Agriculture, Australia’s Indigenous Past, 
                          Bugwatch, Riverwatch, Waterwatch 
 
Activities:  Water Studies, Bush Ecology, National Park Studies, Biology, Geography,  
                          Agriculture, Flora and Fauna, Environmental Sustainability, Environmental  
                          Management, Bush Foods, Art and Bush Walk, Aboriginal Site Inspections 
 
Sites:   Munghorn Nature Reserve, Wyaldra Creek, Government Dam, Winona, Hands    
                  On Rock, The Drip   
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 Orienteering courses regularly checked 
 Radio contact utilised – mobile phone, satellite 
phone UHF radios 

 Directions by emergency services strictly adhered 
to 

 
 Medical incident  
 Minor injuries  eg 
tripping, slipping, 
insect bites, 
rocks at eye 
height, scratching 
etc 

Risk Assessment 
4 

 Visiting staff and students are fully briefed on 
safety procedures for the site conditions prior to 
commencement of activity 

 First aid kits are well equipped Staff trained in 
CPR and Emergency Care 

 Snake bite 
 
 

Risk Assessment 
Summer – 2 
Winter - 6 

 
 

 Students encouraged to wear appropriate clothing 
 Where appropriate, walking is on tracks 
 Instructions given on what to do in case of a snake 
sighting, “stop, stay still and quiet until snake has 
passed” 

 Red Hill staff always lead group 
 For younger groups, teacher supervision –front, 
middle and end of single file lines  

 First aid kits well equipped and carried at all 
times 

 Satellite phone and / or mobile phone  - UHF 
radios carried at all time 

 Staff trained in CPR and Emergency Care 
 Directions given by emergency services strictly 
adhered to 

 
 Accident near 
water 

 falling in, 
drowning. 

 
Risk Assessment 

1 
 
 

 Safe and easily accessible site  
 Students are contained in a visible area and 
supervised at all times  

 Swimming is only permitted if visiting schools have 
arranged appropriate paperwork 

 All swimming activities are at the discretion of 
the visiting school 

 Swimming activities  organised and supervised by 
visiting school staff with Red Hill staff in 
attendance when available 

 First aid kits well equipped and carried at all 
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times 
 Satellite Phone, mobile phone and UHF radios 
carried at all time 

 Accidents 
associated with 
bushwalking 

 
Risk Assessments 

2 

 Visiting staff and students fully briefed on safety 
procedures prior to commencement of activity 

 Only clearly defined and well maintained trails 
used 

 National Parks contacted with program dates 
 First aid kits well equipped and carried at all 
times 

 Satellite phone and / or mobile phone  - UHF 
radios carried at all time 

 Staff trained in CPR and Emergency Care 
 Students encouraged to wear appropriate 
clothing, including hats 

 Students encouraged to carry water 
 

 Toxic bush foods 
/ plants 

 
Risk Assessment 

3 
 
 

 Visiting staff and students fully briefed on safety 
procedures prior to commencement of activity 

 Students supervised at all times 
 First aid kits well equipped and carried at all 
times 

 Satellite phone and / or mobile phone  - UHF 
radios carried at all time 

 Staff trained in CPR and Emergency Care 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



13 
 

Risk Assessment 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Identified Risk  Strategy 

 Weather conditions 
 Extreme heat 
 Thunderstorm 
 Dust storm 

 
Risk Assessment 

3 
 
 

 Red Hill reserves the right to cancel or postpone 
          activities or days if conditions become extreme 

 Strict hat policy always enforced 
 Additional hats provided by Red Hill as required 
 Schools encouraged to provide sun protection 
 Raincoats provided by Red Hill if required 
 Water carried by Red Hill staff at all times to 

          all sites other than those within the township 
 Students encouraged to carry water bottles 
 Water bottles supplied by Red Hill for all 

students visiting of more than 1 day 
 Activity changed or cancelled if weather 

          conditions are extreme 
 Students removed to safe areas during 

thunderstorms 
 In door activities and / or transport  

          organised as appropriate during dust storms or     
          other extreme weather events      

 Directions of emergency services strictly 
          adhered to 

 
 Accidents relating 
to a visiting to 
Llama Hill 

 
 

 Visiting staff and students fully briefed on 
safety procedures prior to commencement of 
activity 

 Controlled site  
 

Program:   Environmental Studies: A Bug’s Tale, Let’s be Eco Spies Frogs Alive, Living  
                          as an Earth Custodian,  Energy Day, Endangered Now….Extinct Forever,  
                          Sustainable Living, A Red Hill Feast, Powering On, School Environmental  
                          Management Plans  
                                                 
Activities:   Climate Change information talk, visit to Llama Hill, Sustainable Homes,  
                          Flora and Fauna, Garden, Endangered Species, Energy, Water, Waste,  
                          Biodiversity, Bush Cooking, Microscopes 
 
Sites:         Red Hill EEC, Llama Hill, local schools  
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Risk Assessment 
 
5 

 
 

 Students are to stay on the path at all times 
when on the roof of the house  

 Students supervised at all times. 
 

 Snake bite 
 

Risk Assessment 
Summer – 2 
Winter - 6 

 
 

 Students encouraged to wear appropriate 
clothing 

 Instructions given on what to do in case of a 
snake sighting, “stop, stay still and quiet until 
snake has passed” 

 Red Hill staff always lead group 
 For younger groups, teacher supervision –front, 
middle and end of single file lines  

 First aid kits well equipped and carried at all 
times 

 Satellite phone and / or mobile phone  - UHF 
radios carried at all time 

 Staff trained in CPR and Emergency Care 
 Directions given by emergency services strictly 
adhered to 
 

 Medical incident & 
 Minor injuries eg 
tripping,  

 insect bites, 
scratching etc 

 
Risk Assessment 

4 

 Supervised.  
 Visiting staff and students are fully briefed on 
safety procedures for the site conditions prior 
to commencement of activity 

 First aid kits are well equipped  
 First aid kits are well equipped  
 Staff trained in CPR and Emergency Care 
 Check hollow logs used for Eco Spies before 
program begins 

 
 Accidents 
associated with 
bush cooking at Red 
Hill 

 
Risk Assessment 

3 

 Visiting staff and students fully briefed on 
safety procedures for the site conditions prior 
to commencement of activity 

 Cooking fires strictly supervised at all times 
 Camp fires are prepared and supervised by Red 
Hill staff  

 Small groups only around camp fires 
 Care taken at all times 
 Preparation and cooking of food strictly 
supervised by staff 

 First aid kits well equipped and carried at all 
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times  
 Staff trained in CPR and Emergency Care 

 Accidents 
associated with 
gardening at Red 
Hill 

 
Risk Assessment 

5 

 Visiting staff and students fully briefed on 
safety procedures for the site conditions prior 
to commencement of activity 

 Site strictly supervised 
 Students provided with appropriate protective 
clothing eg gloves 

 Students only provided with hand tools 
 All large tools used by staff 
 First aid kits well equipped and carried at all 
times 

 Staff trained in CPR and Emergency Care 
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Red Hill EEC Risk Assessment  
Sites 
Red Hill EEC conduct activities at various sites, both within the town and 
surrounds, old gold mining sites, farm sites, nature reserves and national 
park areas. All sites have been pre checked and are regularly checked for 
risk.  
When off site the following applies: 
 * Red Hill office staff know the whereabouts of all student 
                    groups and the type of activities they are undertaking at all    
                    times. 
 * First Aid equipment is always carried by Red Hill Staff. 
 * Staff are briefed on Bush Fire Safety measures. 
 *  Vehicle, telephone and GPS communication is available at sites. 
 *  All Red Hill Staff have current First Aid certificates or CPR  
                    and Emergency Care. 
 *  Visiting schools have a detailed itinerary and information on the  
   various  sites and activities. 
 * The Centre, has in place emergency and evacuation procedures. 
 *  All staff are trained NSW Department of Education personnel 
           and have experience and /or training in bushwalking and  
  canoeing. 
 
Activities 
All activities carried out by Red Hill staff comply with the following Centre  
and NSW DET  Policies: 
    * Supervision Policy 
        * Student Welfare policy 
        * Child Protection Policy 
        * Bushwalking Policy 
        * Canoeing Policy  
    * Bush Fire Safety Policy  
  
The Centre has emergency procedures in place for both on and off site 
activities. Copies of policies, site details, description of facilities and 
programs are on our website: www.redhillenvironment.com.au 
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General 
Red Hill EEC regularly assesses sites, nature of activities and the equipment 
used by students for safety and risk aspect. 
 
Most of the off-site activities are carried out in natural bush settings and 
risk assessments have been carried out for these sites and activities at the 
sites.  
 
The risk assessments are additional to the Centre policies listed above and 
all visiting schools should be familiar with these policies prior to their visit. 
 
 

Red Hill EEC 
 

Satellite Phone  No  0414 637 402 
      
Mobile Phone    No 0427 275 877 
 
Principal Mobile No      0488 741 614 
 
Contact the Centre on 02 6374 2558 for further enquires or visit 
 

www.redhillenvironment.com.au 
 

 
 


